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ROVANIEMI, January 25$, 1940

1 RETURNED to-day from a lightning trip to the
Petsaino front, having covered about six hundred miles
in just over a day. I had originally intended to go with
Geoffrey Cox of the Daily Express and two other journalists
in a car, but these things get about, and before we knew
where we were there were a lot of other people clamouring
to go, and so, in the end,'we all went in a large and
extremely comfortable bus. We started yesterday at the
unearthly hour of 3 a.m. because we wanted to do as much
as we could before day broke, the Arctic Highway to
Petsamo being rather liable to be unhealthy during the
daytime. About 6 a.m. we stopped and found a very good
breakfast awaiting us in a little village inn where they had
had an air-raid alarm only a few hours earlier, and then
we went on to a place called Ivalo, about 180 miles from
.Rovaniemi. There we had to wait until dusk, but there
was plenty to see because the Russians had dropped about
three hundred bombs there the day before. The prodigality
of the bombing is an extraordinary thing about this war,
because nothing of any importance was hit in this place,
and in another village which I saw later they had dropped
no less than six hundred and eighty bombs in one day

48